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Regulation for the use of New Genomic Techniques in plants finally approved by the 

European Parliament 

On Wednesday June 17th the European Parliament adopted the new regulation on plants 

obtained by New Genomic Techniques (NGT), including gene editing tools such as CRISPR. 

This is the end of a long legislative process during which the proposal was extensively 

debated.  

The adopted proposal aims at leveraging the benefits that these techniques promise for the 

European Union agriculture while ensuring the safety of the obtained products. With this 

new regulation, the EU begins closing the gap in this area with other regions in the world 

that have established a clear strategy for the use of NGTs in crops several years ago. 

As highlighted in the press release by the European Parliament (1), "The new EU rules mark 

a shift towards regulating plants on the basis of what they finally look like genetically and 

not how they were made". The regulation distinguishes two categories of NGT plants: NGT-1 

plants, which contain few modifications and are considered as equivalent to conventionally-

bred plants, and that will be excluded from the requirements of the GMO regulation, and 

NGT-2 plants, which contain a higher number of modifications and will not be considered as 

equivalent to conventionally-breed plants, and will have to be risk assessed, similarly to 

typical GMO plants. 

This new regulation (2) will enter into force 20 days after it has been published in the EU 

Official Journal and will apply two years later. Therefore, in reality farmers will not be able to 

benefit from these innovative technologies until 2028.  

ARRIGE welcomes this new regulation that establishes a regulated framework in the EU for 

the use of gene editing in plants. These regulations should allow developing new crop 

varieties which could help the ongoing transition towards a more sustainable and resilient 

agriculture in the EU. 

1. https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/fr/press-room/20260611IPR45215/new-genomic-

techniques-for-plants-to-boost-innovation-in-sustainable-agriculture 

2. https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-17037-2025-REV-1/en/pdf 
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