
ARRIGE 2026 Online Conference Programme 

Who Gets to Edit the Future? Governing Heritable Genome Editing in a Multipolar World 

23–24 November 2026, CET (UTC+1) 

Fully online, Single plenary track 

Registration at: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vyXRZAPrRsudWb2EfdvA0Q 

Monday 23 November 2026 

From global norms to regulatory pressures • 14:00–17:00 

Time CET Session and proposed format 

14:00–14:10 

Welcome and Conference Opening 

Prof Herve Chneiweiss. Online housekeeping, the changing governance context, 

objectives, and expected outcomes (10 min). 

14:10–14:40 

Presentation 1 

From Moratoria to Conditional Futures: The Global Governance Moment for HHGE 

Prof Melodie Labuschaigne, University of South Africa (20 min + 10 discussion).  

14:40–15:15 

Presentation 2 

Global Moratoria and “Qualified Permissibility” 

Prof Vardit Ravitsky, The Hastings Center for Bioethics (20 min + 15 min discussion).  

15:15–15:30 Coffee and bio break 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vyXRZAPrRsudWb2EfdvA0Q


15:30–16:00 

Presentation 3 

Innovation, Risk, Trust, and Governance: Lessons from Three Decades of Agricultural 

Biotechnology 

Dr Hennie Groenewald, International Society for Biosafety Research (20 min + 10 min 

discussion).  

16:00–16:30 

Presentation 4 

Clinical Trials, Safety, and Long-Term Responsibility 

Prof Alessia Cavazza (TBC), University College London (20 min + 10 min discussion).  

16:30–17:00 

Day 1 Synthesis: What Is Breaking Down? 

Dr Marietjie Botes, University of Texas at Austin. Moderated plenary reflection on 

tensions across governance, ethics, and markets (15 min + 15 min discussion). 

  



Tuesday 24 November 2026 

General Assembly, 13:00–14:00  

Markets, data, and justice, Conference sessions 14:00–17:00 

Registration at: https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vyXRZAPrRsudWb2EfdvA0Q 

 

Time CET 
Session and proposed format 

13:00–14:00 
ARRIGE General Assembly 

ARRIGE leadership. General Assembly agenda to be circulated separately (60 min). 

14:00–14:30 

Presentation 5 

Governing Innovation and Responsible Genomic Futures in a Multipolar World 

Prof Pamela Andanda (TBC), Wits School of Law (20 min + 10 min discussion).  

14:30–15:00 

Presentation 6 

The Political Economy of Heritable Human Genome Editing: Capital, Innovation, 

Intellectual Property, and Inequality 

Prof Dominic Kemps, HIV Cure Africa Acceleration Partnership / Global Gene Therapy 

Initiative (20 min + 10 min discussion) 

15:00–15:30 

Presentation 7 

Data Governance and Reproductive Privacy 

Ms Christine Strauss, Stellenbosch University (20 min + 10 min discussion on embryo 

data, polygenic embryo selection, consent, cross-border flows and reproductive 

surveillance). 

15:30–15:45 Coffee and bio break 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_vyXRZAPrRsudWb2EfdvA0Q


15:45–16:15 

Presentation 8 

Freedom, Harm and Heritable Human Genome Editing – an Aspirational Manifesto 

Prof Donrich Thaldar, University of KwaZulu-Natal (20 min + 10 min discussion)  

16:15–16:45 
Day 2 Synthesis: From Moratoria to Markets - What Role for ARRIGE? 

Prof Herve Chneiweiss, ARRIGE President / INSERM (20 min + 10 min discussion)  

16:45–17:00 
Closing Remarks 

Prof Lluis Montoliu, ARRIGE Vice-President (15 min)  

 


